The City Council of the City of Dixon, Iowa met for a regular session on Wednesday June 5, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at Dixon City Hall. Mayor Moeller presided.  Roll Call: Present: Manrique, Phares. Manrique made a public comment he recommended to push meeting due to the clerk missing meeting and Post Office agenda was missing from post. Phares advised Dixon ordinance does not state Post Office posting have to be posted and that the agenda posted at City Hall was sufficient to keep meeting going for tonight. Moeller concurred and recommended proceeding with the meeting.  A motion was made by Phares to approve the consent agenda and was seconded by Manrique. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Resident wanted last month’s minutes read. Manrique read April 10ths meeting minutes. A resident showed concern with the city spending money on old maintenance building and why the equipment isn’t stored at City Hall building. A resident showed concern with the public works employees leaving city maintenance building open, Phares expressed he is working with public works employees and taking corrective action. Phares expressed he has no problems with both employees. 

Phares went over spring letter for mowing that was sent to every resident. 

Manrique expressed he does not wish to continue committees within the council. Feels he is out of the know. Phares expressed he likes the committees so he knows, and residents can direct questions to the correct person. 

Manrique would like to look into how many lawns the city mowed and how much was charged to residents last year and potentially the last 1-3 years if information is available. 

Resident expressed concern with the enclosed trailer that is being stored at the city maintenance building solely by a gentleman’s agreement between previous City employee and resident. Manrique voiced he would like it to be removed, Phares will contact resident to have trailer moved. 

Resident Richlen wanted updated on the written agreement for retaining wall that was put in on his property. Manrique recommends making a motion next month with a formal letter to the resident.
OLD BUSINESS:
Website: Resident expressed concern to be careful on getting a 3rd party to avoid legality issues. Phares shared the website Clerk Tweed recommended. Manirque recommended Neapolitan Labs. Other cities have used them and it is geared towards government/law and user friendly. 

Hen ordinance: Phares wished to table until next meeting. Offered copies of current draft to anyone at the meeting. 

Heat: Phares covered he never received a 3rd quote back from the companies he reached out to. Went over 2 quotes he has received. Manrique showed concern there are other issues the city should be looking at before we spend money on heating the maintenance building. Phares expressed he wishes to continue working on getting heat in the building before winter. Phares agrees that roof does need to be looked at and will pursue working on getting roofing. 

Phares went over playground project next to legion. Phares would like to pursue putting in a gazebo with picnic table at the playground. Working with a couple individuals to potentially get donations to cut down on costs for project. Manrique and Moeller both expressed they are in support of project Phares is looking to have all quotes/donations before next month’s meeting. 

Basketball court: Nets were replaced. Phares has reached out to Scott Community college to have mural painted at basketball court. SCC not interested. Manrique suggested reaching out to local artists. A resident suggested reaching out to City of Calmus to see who painted their mural. 

Public Works Contract: Moeller went over contract for each employee. Phares and Manrique agreed they like the contracts and to have employees sign when possible. 

Tree @ Muscatine St.: Tree was removed by public works and Phares was able to get a stump grinder. 
Attorney: Manrique went over quotes he received. Manrique reached out to every smaller town within a 50-mile radius of Dixon. His recommendation from all responses came down to two individuals. Kyle Mauer $200/hr + travel time (which we will likely not need) Josh Corbee (not sure on spelling) $125/hr + travel time. Manrique is happy with both attorneys. Both very responsive and familiar with working with smaller towns. Manrique recommends the mayor and clerk set up times before the next meeting to talk with both attorneys and make their recommendations at the next meeting. Moeller expressed she is happy to look into that and will get with Clerk Tweed to coordinate.

NEW BUSINESS:
New seat: Flyers were sent out to all residents in town and asked if any interested parties were present. Amy Flynn longtime resident and prior council experience. Bill Meyer, a longtime resident prior council and mayor experience also showed interest in council seat. Manrique asked what committees they each would be interested in covering. Both Flynn and Meyer expressed they are open to any committee. Phares motioned to appoint Flynn with her experience. Manrique 2nd. All Ayes. 

Car show donation: Phares wanted to confirm what was done in previous years. Moeller confirmed with Steve Laughlin, that is what we have given in the past. Manrique 1st, Phares 2nd. All 3 Ayes from council.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
A resident shared she is still calling Alliant for out streetlights. The council directed her to contact the council with any outages. The council asked if she wanted to share her POC at Alliant and will contact Alliant moving forward. Flynn to take over the streetlights committee as she has covered in the past. 

Manrique expressed he would like Flynn to take oath before next meeting. Moeller confirmed she will get with clerk to get oath and give to Flynn before next meeting. 

Moeller named Phares Mayor Pro Tem. 

Phares gave update on Iowa American Water testing for lead on resident’s houses. Phares has not received any calls back from IAW but will continue to try for an update for next month. 
Moeller to evaluate committees and make recommendations for next month’s meeting. With nothing further to discuss Mayor Waters adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m.
Approved:
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